







14 March 2007 

MAP Statement on the La Mesa Watershed


The active participation in forest renewal of the private sector, mainly the organizations headed by members of the Management Association of the Philippines (MAP), has been a major factor in the successful rehabilitation of the La Mesa Watershed. Support coming from this sector has enabled the ABS-CBN Foundation, Inc. and its environmental arm, the Bantay Kalikasan Program, to successfully rehabilitate more than 85% of the once denuded vital water resource, with a 92.5% survival rate for the 73 endemic species utilized for forest plantation. 


The importance of the La Mesa Watershed cannot be over-emphasized. It is the last remaining forest of its size in Metro Manila. It acts as a major carbon sink in the metropolis, serving as the “lungs of the city.” 
The La Mesa Watershed also acts as the buffer transit point of water flowing from its headwaters in the Umiray River basin through Angat and Ipo Dams. It serves as an efficient natural filtration system for heavy metals and other organic compounds, preventing contamination of the La Mesa Dam Reservoir, a major source of fresh drinking water for the 12 million inhabitants of Metro Manila. It prevents soil erosion, sedimentation and silt deposition in waterways, thus safeguarding and prolonging the functionality of the Reservoir.


The ever growing population, rapid industrialization, and continuing emission of greenhouse gases into the atmosphere make imperative the protection of the La Mesa Watershed as a vital resource for air and water requirements of Metro Manila. 

Support from the private sector for the rehabilitation and protection of the La Mesa Watershed must continue to ensure the viability of this vital resource. But it needs to be matched with support from the public sector—from the government and the general public. We, therefore, join the millions of Filipinos who urge the government, through the Department of Environment and Natural Resources, to declare La Mesa Watershed as a CRITICAL WATERSHED.

