






















14 February 2008  

MAP STATEMENT ON GOOD GOVERNANCE

The Management Association of the Philippines (MAP) stands for good governance in all sectors of society, particularly in the government and the business sector.  MAP has chosen “Country Above Self” for its theme for the past three consecutive years to emphasize the importance of patriotism in all our actions.
We are now compelled to speak out in the face of the frequency of corruption cases and scandals that have been growing in scope and intensity, to wit:  the Jocjoc Bolante fertilizer scam, the General Garcia case, the Jose Pidal scandal, the Diosdado Macapagal Boulevard, the North and South Rail projects, the Hello Garci tape, the reported shameless distribution of cash gifts in Malacanang Palace, the questionable procurement of DepEd textbooks, DND helicopters and BOC x-ray machines, the COMELEC MegaPacific computer deal, and now the scandalously overpriced NBN ZTE deal.  
That these cases can happen in a bureaucracy that is supposedly protected and sometimes immobilized by an elaborate set of checks and balances indicates a serious breakdown in public governance, marked by either inability to execute or the outright unwillingness  to perform what is expected of leaders and managers. The obvious consequences of this breakdown are the wide-scale wastage of scarce resources, the deterioration in the quality of public service, and the creeping apathy among public servants who initially try to do well but are eventually demoralized by the glaring contradictions in their leaders’ behavior.   
Corruption in public service is anti-poor.  The public money that goes to private pockets could have otherwise been used to build schoolhouses, buy textbooks, and train the teachers of our public schools.  They could have built hospitals and bought much needed medicines for the indigent patients.  They could have upgraded the salaries and built homes for our soldiers, policemen, teachers, and government employees.  
If corruption cases happened under our watch in our corporations, what would we do?  As business leaders and managers, we would immediately order an impartial and thorough investigation, fire all those involved, and offer to resign for having failed in our duty to protect our company’s assets and reputation.
Are we to tolerate a lesser standard for those who manage the affairs of government?  Should the ethics of governance be less for government executives?  Should not the same culture of compliance, transparency and accountability be embraced by our leaders in government?  If there are no differences at all in the yardsticks by which government and private managers are measured, should not the leaders under whose watch all these shameless scandals occur offer to resign now?
If the President’s men involved in abuse of authority and alleged anomalies refuse to heed the call for their resignation, should they not be removed from office by the President herself?  If the President fails to act, can we conclude that she is either tolerating grave wrongdoings or is not in control?  In either case, under the principle of command responsibility, would it be time for all of us to join in asking the President to step down?
We fully support Jun Lozada in his fight against corruption and trust that the Administration will provide him the protection he deserves and will command the government forces to cease the acts of harassment which he is currently experiencing.
We call on the Administration to rise above their personal self-interests and put “Country Above Self” by encouraging Secretary Romy Neri and providing him with the appropriate protection to appear before the Senate and to reveal all he knows to fully shed light on the ZTE issue.
We call on the military and the police to support the people and the Constitution, and not allow themselves to be used by those who continually violate the oath of public office and betray the people’s trust for their personal aggrandizement.
We call on all religious leaders to finally speak out in thunderous language and condemn the moral degradation of our government bureaucracy, and we unequivocally join the Catholic bishops' call for “communal action” to regain our moral compass and, with it, our nation's dignity and self-respect.
The only thing necessary for evil to flourish is for good men and women to do nothing.       
 















