MAP STATEMENT ON GOOD GOVERNANCE IN THE COMELEC
The Management Association of the Philippines (MAP) expresses its grave concern over the blatant disregard of the principles of good governance (transparency, accountability, fairness) by the Commission on Elections (COMELEC), as manifested in the recent decision of the COMELEC’s Second Division to unseat Isabela Governor Grace Padaca in favor of former Governor Benjamin Dy.  
We lament that this decision has raised further doubts on the integrity and the reputation of the COMELEC in pursuing its mandate of managing the electoral processes in our country. 
We commend local officials who show integrity, efficiency and strong political will in managing the affairs of their respective constituencies.  

When Governor Padaca won the May 2007 gubernatorial elections by 17,000 votes, the people of Isabela clearly showed that they have chosen her to be their Governor for another term.  Governor Padaca’s successful campaign against illegal logging in the Sierra Madre mountains and other programs on health, education, good governance and electoral reforms have greatly benefited the people of Isabela. 

We join all other believers in good governance in fighting against injustice being done to good Filipino leaders.  

We condemn all attempts to destroy democratic institutions which were established to serve the needs of the people, and not the vested interests of a selfish few.  

We urge the Commissioners to preserve the integrity of the COMELEC and restore public confidence in its impartiality by reversing the clearly unjust decision of the COMELEC’s Second Division. 
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