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MAP Statement on Corruption in the AFP


 
We, in the MANAGEMENT ASSOCIATION OF THE PHILIPPINES (MAP), are appalled by the alleged massive corruption in the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP). 

 
The plunder case against former AFP Comptroller, retired Maj. Gen. Carlos F. Garcia, which resulted in an anomalous plea bargain agreement; the shocking testimonies of former Commission on Audit (COA) Auditor Heidi Mendoza; the disgusting revelations of former AFP Budget Officer, retired Lt. Col. George Rabusa; and the alleged involvement of top AFP officials in illegal and immoral multi-million peso perks that they and their families enjoy are significant corruption cases that erode the confidence of the people in the AFP and put into question the moral fiber of the AFP leadership.
 
Corruption in public service in general, and the AFP in particular, is anti-poor and is blatantly opposed to the “Kung walang corrupt, walang mahirap” battlecry of President Benigno C. Aquino III.  The public money that went to private pockets of AFP officials and their families could have been used to enhance AFP’s capacity to fight insurgency, fund its modernization program and improve the lot of the Filipino soldier. 
 
We urge other government officials to join Ms. Mendoza and Col. Rabusa in bringing to light the anomalous activities in the AFP and in other public offices.
 
We encourage Congress to immediately enact the Freedom of Information Law which will give the access to information heretofore hidden from public scrutiny. 

 
We urge the government to provide the necessary protection to truth-tellers like Ms. Mendoza and whistle-blowers like Col. Rabusa. 
We call on President Aquino to immediately create an independent body that will investigate and recommend solutions to the corruption practices at the AFP, and to send a strong message that corruption will not be tolerated in his administration.

We strongly request the President to act with speed and use the full force of the law against all involved in these anomalies.  
We, in the MAP, can only hope that something good will come out of all of these shocking revelations, something that will assist all of us in “MAPping a Culture of Integrity.”
The only thing necessary for evil to flourish is for good men and women to do nothing.
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