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A Statement of GRAVE Concern on the Proposed MOA with the MILF

14 August 2008
As Filipino citizens, we in the MANAGEMENT ASSOCIATION OF THE PHILIPPINES affirm our full commitment to the peace process that would finally end more than three decades of armed conflict with our Bangsamoro brothers, grant full autonomy to them, and respect their rich and unique cultural tradition. 

This just and hard-fought peace, however, must not come at the price of the equally hard-earned Philippine Constitution, sovereignty, and unity. The draft GRP-MILF Memorandum of Agreement on Ancestral Domain (MOA-AD) has sown confusion and raised tension in Mindanao and the rest of the nation, to the point that it is endangering the whole peace process itself.

This dismal situation is the direct consequence of totally insufficient consultation with the people and the lack of transparency in the deliberation of the provisions of the MOA-AD.

We appeal for sobriety among all Filipinos, especially those in Mindanao. More than at any time, we appeal to all stakeholders, particularly the GRP-MILF peace panel, to engage the entire nation in an open discussion of the contents of the MOA-AD.

We believe that any peace agreement should respect the sovereignty and the territorial integrity of the Philippines as clearly mandated in the Tripoli Agreement.

As such, we oppose any attempt to dismember our country by laying the foundation for the creation of an independent and sovereign Bangsamoro state, which will be given exclusive ownership of the areas delineated as their homeland.

We further strongly oppose provisions in the MOA-AD granting the MILF, through the Bangsamoro Juridical Entity (BJE), exclusive ownership over the Bangsamoro homeland and removing this area from the public domain.

Furthermore, we express concern over any provision to grant the BJE full authority to enter into economic treaties, establish trade missions, and participate as a distinct entity in the ASEAN and the United Nations.

We are equally concerned by any powers that may be granted the BJE to revoke and cancel existing contracts entered into by the Philippine government with private companies, as this would send the wrong signal to private local and foreign investors.

We particularly oppose provisions in the MOA–AD that violate the Constitution and which we perceive as a disingenuous attempt to force a Charter Change with its suspicious consequence.

The previous peace agreement between the GRP and the MNLF - which passed legislative, judicial and constitutional muster - should not be disregarded.  Adopting a different template for the GRP-MILF MOA-AD will only cause more confusion and disenchantment. 

Let us stop all threats of violence and the issuance of irresponsible statements that only sow confusion and heighten tension, especially in affected areas in Mindanao. 

Instead, let us collectively strive for peace within the framework of the Philippine Constitution. Let us respect the territorial integrity and sovereignty of the Filipino nation.  As well, let us all support a genuine process for a sustainable and lasting peace. 
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