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“MAP STATEMENT OF THE WEEK”
8 March 2010
Planning, Preparedness, and Response to Address Disasters
Despite our country’s history and frequency of disasters including very destructive earthquakes, typhoons, floods, fire, volcanic eruptions, landslides, and rising water levels due to climate change, our cities, towns, and communities have been developed without or with lack of urban planning, architecture, engineering, and other considerations for disaster prevention.

It has been predicted that if Metro Manila and other metropolitan and urban areas are hit by another severe earthquake, a large percentage of the cities will be destroyed, along with large human and material losses.

Following the Ondoy flooding and the earthquake in Haiti, we support the recommendations of MAP Governor, and Architect and Urban Planner, Felino Palafox, Jr. to address disasters. Below are some of the recommendations:

   
If Metro Manila and other cities are to be made less vulnerable to disasters than at present, it is necessary not only to make the buildings safer, earthquake-resistant, flood-proof, and fireproof, but also to improve the roads, open spaces, and parks that can prevent the spread of fire, while at the same time raise government’s and citizens’ preparedness for disasters in order to minimize the potential loss and damage to life, limb, and property.

In the basins of creeks, canals, rivers, lakes and other bodies of water, urbanization has caused the lowering of the areas’ water-holding capacities, and the resulting increase in the amount of rainwater, mud, and garbage flowing directly into these waterways has increased flood damages. In addition to the improvement of these waterways, it will be necessary to prevent floods by implementing extensive measures to control the flow of rainwater, mud, and garbage into them.

In order to do so, the citizens, the national government, provincial, city and local government units, municipalities, barangays, and private enterprises must fulfill their responsibilities and join their efforts in creating cities, towns, communities, and neighborhoods which are less vulnerable to disasters. A public-private partnership is needed.

Moreover, it will be necessary to look upon disaster prevention as a basic tenet in urban planning, urban development, construction, education and through accumulation of policies and measures which suit the individual characteristics of each area, create or redevelop our towns and cities safe to live in, work, shop, dine, worship, and learn, among others.

We urge the government, especially the forthcoming Administration , and the private sector to adopt with urgency the aforementioned recommendations and proposed ten-year program to address disasters. While future leaders may have a plan to address hazards, disasters may happen at any time and may not wait for the next elections or the next administration. Let us save lives, limbs, and properties through planning, prevention, and response to disasters.

Feedback at <map@globelines.com.ph>.  The previous statement can be viewed at  http://map.org.ph/members/mappingthefuture.php?dir=MAP%20Statement%20of%20the%20Week
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