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“MAP STATEMENT OF THE WEEK”
5 April 2010
IS COMELEC PARTISAN TOO?

NAMFREL was not accredited by COMELEC because one or two of its officers were deemed political partisans, as they were seen wearing yellow shirts allegedly indicating personal support for a presidential candidate.

NAMFREL has always been the historical citizens’ arm of the COMELEC, whose volunteer members individually vote for their preferred candidates.  Although some have personal political preferences, they zealously ensure that votes for all candidates are counted and reported, regardless of political party.

The COMELEC disqualified NAMFREL because its members show individual personal preference for political candidates.  Following this dictum, every single member of COMELEC should also be disqualified for alleged partisanship since they too, as individuals, vote for their preferred candidates.

COMELEC’s reasoning to justify its decision not to accredit NAMFREL as its citizens’ arm is difficult to understand and accept.

NAMFREL should be given another chance to affirm its importance as citizens' watchdog. Its contributions to the conduct of credible elections have earned the trust of the people, not only in this country but in the international milieu.

Fortunately, NAMFREL volunteers decided to continue with their commitment as election watchdogs, in spite of the handicaps posed by COMELEC's non-accreditation. The big number of volunteers will enable NAMFREL to be present in the precinct level.  Election returns will be posted publicly in all precincts and NAMFREL volunteers are not disadvantaged, as they will have equal access to this basic document.  NAMFREL will continue doing an unofficial parallel count to validate the counts of COMELEC and PPCRV.

This election must earn its legitimacy and NAMFREL's decision to participate as people's watchdog can contribute to its becoming one. NAMFREL’s earlier advertisement addressed to COMELEC declaring that "you  cannot make us go away" truly embodies the NAMFREL spirit.  Each Filipino  should live the spirit of a NAMFREL volunteer and become partisan -- for the country.

Feedback at <map@globelines.com.ph>.  The previous statement can be viewed at http://map.org.ph/members/mappingthefuture.php?dir=MAP%20Statement%20of%20the%20Week
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