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“MAP STATEMENT OF THE WEEK”
29 March 2010
Haste Makes Waste

Supreme Court decisions usually take time because the Court takes pain to hear different sides of the argument and deliberates and debates on the merits of the case.

However, one important issue which will allow GMA to appoint a Supreme Court Chief Justice, before a vacancy arises and within the 90-day ban prior to elections, was decided with lightning speed.

Of course, motions for reconsideration will be filed against this controversial decision, many by law associations and independent lawyers and perhaps even by political parties.  

Is there a chance the Supreme Court will reverse itself?

During the past few months, we have witnessed the Court change its mind on a variety of issues, such as: 

1)      Candidates who have filed their Certificate of Candidacy can campaign before the election campaign period begins.  

2)      Candidates holding non-elective government positions should resign upon filing their Certificates of Candidacy.

In both of the above, the Supreme Court has reversed what has long been practiced by tradition.

In the 9-1-3 Supreme Court decision, GMA has been allowed to appoint the Chief Justice during the election ban.

Why did the Court rush its decision instead of inviting Father Joaquin Bernas and former Chief Justice Davide to shed light on the intent of the Constitutional Convention and likewise Justice Florenz Regalado whose opinion was the basis of the affirmative votes of the nine concurring justices?  The public needs to know why the 90-day appointments ban exempts the Supreme Court Chief Justice, when no one has been exempted from the ban ever!

Feedback at <map@globelines.com.ph>.  The previous statement can be viewed at  http://map.org.ph/members/mappingthefuture.php?dir=MAP%20Statement%20of%20the%20Week
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