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“MAP STATEMENT OF THE WEEK”
28 June 2010
SIMPLICITY IS THE NEW FASHION
We are pleased to note that our new President is setting the tone for his government—simplicity.  Breaking away from tradition, President Aquino’s inauguration sends a loud and clear message to all public officials.  They are stewards of the people’s money and they should spend it wisely and prudently for the sole benefit of the country and the people.
For too long, we have witnessed blatant misuse of money that should go to more important things, such as schools, teachers’ salaries, major roads, etc.,  being used instead for the self aggrandizement of senior government officials. 
So it is refreshing to have a President who shows by example that he cares. And that he expects government officials to follow his example and to live frugally so as to reduce the huge debts the previous administration left.  Even if it is but a small part of that debt, it is the significance of the action that matters, and the positive impact it can have on all other areas of government spending. It sets a tone we hope will be followed throughout government spending, of spending wisely and only for what is truly needed.
We, as a people, can help if we communicate directly with him, instead of being distant and passive.  We must express our support for his good deeds and our disgust for those who try to influence government in furtherance of their selfish interests.  We need to give the President our full backing so that he acquires the moral courage to go against those who seek to stop or destroy him because he is fighting for and protecting the small Filipino.
We want the President to be simple at heart, to be simple in his ways and to work for the simple folks. We will help.
Feedback at <map@globelines.com.ph>.  The previous statement can be viewed at  http://map.org.ph/members/mappingthefuture.php?dir=MAP%20Statement%20of%20the%20Week
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