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“MAP STATEMENT OF THE WEEK”
26 April 2010
MAP Supports 100% Manual Count for President, Vice President and Mayor positions as Parallel Back-up System
 
The many well-publicized problems and difficulties, which the Commission on Elections (COMELEC) has been experiencing in its implementation of the Automated Election System (AES), have caused many doubts and fears in the minds of many of a possible failure of election and election cheating.
 
In recognition of this situation, a group of highly respected information technology professionals have come up with a practical, easy-to-implement method for ensuring that even if the AES would experience serious problems on election day, the election results would be credible and reflect the true will of the Filipino people.

This method is the 100% parallel manual count for three elective positions – President, Vice President and Mayor. 
 
Thus, we in the MANAGEMENT ASSOCIATION OF THE PHILIPPINES (MAP) strongly urge the COMELEC to adopt the 100% manual count for the positions of President, Vice President and Mayor as a parallel back-up system for the 10 May 2010 automated elections. 

 
We trust that the COMELEC’s immediate adoption of this back-up system will mitigate, if not eliminate, the skepticism of many about the credibility of the AES and the results that it will deliver.  The implementation of the said back-up system will certainly improve the conduct of the automated elections and will win public acceptance of its results. 


There is indeed no turning back to the automated elections.   Failure of elections is not an option.  A scenario of a failure of elections is not good for the national psyche and particularly bad for business when extraordinary efforts are needed to stimulate the economy.
 
Let’s think of country above self.  Let’s forget egos and turf and finger pointing. Let’s just agree to work together to make the election results acceptable to the majority of Filipinos.
 
Since this is a pilot test of automated elections in the Philippines, it is imperative that the credibility and legitimacy of this electoral exercise is not put into question.
Feedback at <map@globelines.com.ph>.  The previous statement can be viewed at http://map.org.ph/members/mappingthefuture.php?dir=MAP%20Statement%20of%20the%20Week
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