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“MAP STATEMENT OF THE WEEK”
24 May 2010
MOVING FORWARD RAPIDLY
Senator Noynoy Aquino’s resounding victory at the polls, reportedly garnering the largest mandate any presidential candidate has ever received, was won on a promise of honesty and clean, transparent, efficient and good governance, in order to meet the goals our Constitution set for us, viz: “to build a just and humane society and establish a government that shall embody our ideals and aspirations to promote the common good, conserve and develop our patrimony and to secure for ourselves and our posterity the blessings of independence and democracy under the rule of law and a regime of truth, justice, love, equality and peace.”
The hope and expectation of all our people is for Senator Aquino to be able to achieve such goals.
To do so, he will need a team of like-minded individuals who share his vision and ideals and have the experience and expertise to execute their jobs efficiently and effectively. In the business sector, we take great care in the selection of our leaders and senior managers; they go through a rigorous screening process. President-elect Aquino should do no less, and he should be even more critical of his choices. Obligations and “favor” should play no part in his decisions. He doesn’t need proven loyalt, that will develop with sound, principled leadership. What he needs are professionally competent people who can work together as a team. His choice of Cabinet members, consequently, is of great importance and will be watched closely as an indication of the kind of leadership that can be expected from him.
He also has the delicate task of working with Congress, and we can only hope that it will be two houses led by politicians who will support his agenda. Even if they come from opposition parties, we ask them to work with our president, not fight his initiatives. We need to move rapidly forward, to catch up with our neighbors who have left us so far behind.
He will also have to deal with the new Supreme Court Chief Justice, whose appointment he has issues about.  In any case, the new Chief Justice despite the manner in which he was chosen, has not been shown to be an unworthy leader of the Court.
There should be no antagonism among the three branches of government.
By all means, the necessary “checks and balances” should be provided but in a positive, supportive way. The people who voted for our new leaders want no less.  They don’t want our country’s leaders torn apart and distracted by internecine, political war.
Feedback at <map@globelines.com.ph>.  The previous statement can be viewed at  http://map.org.ph/members/mappingthefuture.php?dir=MAP%20Statement%20of%20the%20Week
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