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“MAP STATEMENT OF THE WEEK”
2 August 2010
DO BUSINESS ALONG THE STRAIGHT PATH
(Magnegosiyo sa matuwid na landas )
 
At the first SONA of P-Noy, he elaborated on what he meant by the term “matuwid na landas” or the straight path.  P-Noy emphasized that the straight path is to make decisions that protect the welfare of our people, to look after the interest of the majority, to have a firm grip on principles, and to be faithful to the public servant’s sworn oath to serve the country honestly.
 
He also defined the crooked path or “daang baluktot”  as when personal interest takes precedence over what is right and when one becomes a slave to what is politically expedient and remunerative to the detriment of our nation’s welfare.
 
Thru this message, P-Noy encouraged business to lead by example, by walking the straight path, by walking the talk about eradicating corruption.  After all, there are always two parties to a corrupt transaction and the government is but one of the parties.
 
In the long term, it is good business to follow the rules.  The risk of getting caught is steadily getting higher, what with the seeming determination to weed out corruption.  Moreover, the other party, whether on the giving or receiving side, could turn against the other, if only for survival, specially with the pronouncement that whistle blowers will receive government protection.  Note all the policemen who now want to turn state witnesses on the Ampatuan murders.
 
Then transactions with corruption will probably be a one-shot, short-sighted deal and not a sustainable business proposition.  Thus, on a risk reward scale, normally it will not be an advisable move.
 
The reputational risk is also getting higher.  There are some businesses who engaged in questionable deals with the previous administration that are suffering their consequences.  After all, a good name is always an asset and must be preserved.  Imagine the impact on the firm’s own reputation.  Consider what the staff of the firm and the public say and think about the corrupt firm.  Will doing business this way engender productivity and loyalty to the business?  What about the suppliers and other stakeholders?
 
In short, the long term interest of business does not benefit from doing business engaging in corrupt practices.  Nasa matuwid na landas ang mabuting negosiyo.
Feedback at <map@globelines.com.ph>.  The previous statement can be viewed at http://map.org.ph/members/mappingthefuture.php?dir=MAP%20Statement%20of%20the%20Week
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