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“MAP STATEMENT OF THE WEEK”
19 July 2010
Promise Less and Do More 
 
President Aquino's Inaugural speech could well be a model for members of his Cabinet when introducing themselves to the personnel of their assigned departments. The President's empathy with the cheering audience in front of him was clearly evident. He spoke mainly in Filipino, for it is in our native language that we best convey our inner feelings, emotions, aspirations to one another. We resort to Western languages when precision is required, when we speak in numbers and of business. We expect the President's State of the Nation Address will contain many more passages in English.
 
We urge that the SONA describe specific directions and priorities in concrete terms more than just the  numbers and plans. There has been very little time for the members of the President's Cabinet to study the resources they can command and gauge the capabilities of staff they will have to rely on to carry out their department's missions. It appeared that the transition teams could do little more than discuss mechanics of the inauguration and physical turnover of Malacanang. And we are concerned that right up to the last minute, Mrs. Arroyo installed many minions in place for no justifiable, or reasonable reason. Even resorting to many illegitimate midnight appointments, she seemed not to care at all for the propriety of governance. Analysts have observed that many "land mines" were planted before her final departure. Those "land mines" need to be located and defused before strategic initiatives and fully efficient operations can be implemented by the department heads.
 
The President's speech writing team will be tempted to make many promises and announce many plans. We ask them to bear the above problems in mind. If a few promises are not fulfilled and some plans are not begun by the time of the next SONA, the President's critics will seize on them to try to erode the present high level of his credibility.
 
It is always best to promise less and do more. To promise less and then do more may also be a good tactic for the management team of our esteemed new President who, in many of the ways that truly count, is so very unlike his unlamented immediate predecessor who achieved so little, despite all the massive propaganda proclaiming so-called achievements. We look forward to a new government that is honest—both financially and intellectually.
 
Feedback at <map@globelines.com.ph>.  The previous statement can be viewed at http://map.org.ph/members/mappingthefuture.php?dir=MAP%20Statement%20of%20the%20Week
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