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“MAP STATEMENT OF THE WEEK”
19 April 2010
SOLDIERS OF THE FILIPINO PEOPLE

The outcome of the May 10, 2010 elections will determine the stability and prosperity of the nation for the next six years.  The role of the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) and the Philippine National Police (PNP) in this electoral exercise is very crucial, if our democracy is to flourish.

It is in this light, may we call the attention of the officers and men of the AFP and the PNP to well remember that:
 
They must remain neutral at all times, particularly on issues that are blatantly political in nature.  The civilian society must be left to resolve their political issues, should these arise.

As part of their commitment to serve the Constitution, they have to continuously focus on protecting our people and their democratic ideals and institutions.

They must continue to exercise professionalism and not allow dubious elements to drag the name of the AFP and the PNP to promote political agendas, especially their oppressive and onerous causes.

They must remain vigilant and more circumspect and not allow the dictates of a few, with wicked designs, to damage the country’s security and well being.

As professional soldiers, they need to repudiate government actions that are obviously inconsistent with the time-bound traditions of honor, bravery and courage. 
 
This is an urgent appeal to all, both active and retired members of our military, to unite and to seek only the truth.  No power or government should be above the people and their Constitution and it is heartening to hear the soldiers of the Filipino people assure us that they will not follow illegal orders.  Our soldiers should only be guided by their hearts and minds to uphold what they deem as right for the interest of the country and our people.
Feedback at <map@globelines.com.ph>.  The previous statement can be viewed at http://map.org.ph/members/mappingthefuture.php?dir=MAP%20Statement%20of%20the%20Week
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