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“MAP STATEMENT OF THE WEEK”
17 May 2010
THANKS TO THE FILIPINO PEOPLE 

The Filipino people generally accepted the results of the May 2010 election.  The speed of the tabulation, canvassing and proclamation of candidates exceeded the expectations of everyone.  Many claim that the automated election system was a success, in spite of the long queues, the breakdown of some PCOS machines and some partisan troubles at the local government levels.
The fact is the public had very low expectations of COMELEC.  Unresolved issues brought up about the performance of SMARTMATIC, late deliveries of the PCOS machines, the glitches caused by the wrong calibration of compact flash cards, failure to test the source codes and the different software, UV lamp and printing re-alignment issues and many others fed on the public skepticism and nervousness about how the elections would turn out.  As it turned out, the public reaction was a pleasant surprise because the outcome far exceeded expectations.
However, the truth is that preparations for the first automated elections were far from satisfactory.  Many security procedures had to be dispensed with, without any convincing explanation.  Numerous contractual provisions and impositions on SMARTMATIC were ignored due to pressure of deadlines.  Training and public information were inadequate.  Questions were raised about the awarding of contracts. Issues posed by various groups were not given due course.  All these contributed to the very low level of credibility and thus, the lack of trust that the elections could be conducted successfully.
We have three years to correct the shortcomings of Monday’s exercise and we must use this time to improve the election process.  All those groups who were involved with analyzing and studying the automated election system must now turn their energies to recommending better ways of planning and organizing for the next elections.  The COMELEC and Congress should capitalize on lessons from mistakes made and at the same time engage the public in a more transparent manner.
We are proud of the Filipino people, who through volunteerism, vigilance and involvement, made this election credible.
Feedback at <map@globelines.com.ph>.  The previous statement can be viewed at http://map.org.ph/members/mappingthefuture.php?dir=MAP%20Statement%20of%20the%20Week
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