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Random Manual Audit
Commission on Elections (Comelec) Chairman Jose Melo recently issued a statement rejecting the conduct of the random manual audit (RMA) stipulated by R.A. 9369, reasoning that it will only cause unnecessary delays. “We don’t want a simple audit (to) deter proclamation,” Chairman Melo said in a press briefing.

Chairman Melo was obviously reacting to the position taken by several groups, including NAMFREL and MAP, that the RMA should be done right before the election results are transmitted and before any winners are proclaimed by the Comelec. We consider correctness of the count far more important than the speed of the count.
The Comelec Chairman was quoted further as saying “If we are going to delay the proclamation because of a simple concern of one machine, bakit pa tayo nag-automate?” It seems Chairman Melo fails to appreciate the purpose and the importance of the RMA, and that differences in one or more sample audited machines could reflect a pattern that applies to most or all machines which therefore can wreak havoc on the automated elections.
The concept of RMA is to validate or verify through other independent means the results that the PCOS machines generate in order to satisfy the public  that the results are accurate and truly reflective of the voters’ choice. Thus, when Section 29 was made part of R.A. No. 9369, the most logical interpretation is the RMA is to be performed at close of voting to ensure that the differences discovered between the ER’s (election returns) and the manual count are explainable and would not materially affect the results of the voting. It seems, however, that the purpose of the RMA is being altered by the Comelec because its results of the audit will not matter and will not deter the proclamation of the winner.
The provisions of the RMA require the BEI and the citizens’ arm to determine if there are discrepancies and the root cause of such discrepancies, and whether this root cause may necessitate the expansion of the audit coverage to confirm that the results are indeed  valid and acceptable. However, if the outcome of the RMA will not affect the proclamation of a winner, and its results show serious discrepancies that can change the results transmitted, this will lead to widespread protests by the “losing” candidates, and possibly chaos in the precincts. Is the Comelec deadly afraid that unexplainable discrepancies that occur in most audited precincts will then cast a big shadow of doubt on the results of the entire election exercise?
This is the first automated elections which the Philippines will be conducting. It is imperative that the credibility and legitimacy of this electoral exercise is not put into question.
 
Feedback at <map@globelines.com.ph>.  The previous statement can be viewed at  http://map.org.ph/members/mappingthefuture.php?dir=MAP%20Statement%20of%20the%20Week
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