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“MAP STATEMENT OF THE WEEK”
14 June 2010 

MAP’s Calls for Unity and Support for the Aquino Administration

The elections are over and a result has been announced. We, in the business community, accept that result and urge all those who still question the elections to accept the result and work with all of us to get our country out of the quagmire it has sunk into in recent years.
To neutralize all forms of political and economic uncertainties, it is essential that a smooth political transition be effected under an environment of national unity.
As Filipinos, we do not like to see us listed at, or too close to, the bottom of almost every measure of human involvement in the world.
We offer our active support to President Benigno “Noynoy” Aquino III, Vice President Jejomar “Jojo” Binay, and Congress in effecting change to raise the Philippines to the position on the world where it rightfully belongs.
The first order of the day is to appeal for rationality to all citizens. Rationality engenders an appeal for national reconciliation and healing. We must pave the way and confirm the legitimacy of the incoming administration that has garnered the popular mandate. We must rally solidly for democracy. It is incumbent, therefore, that we must manifest our loyalty to the administration that was constitutionally elected.
President Aquino came to the presidency on one over-arching issue: the eradication or elimination of corruption. There is no question that that is what 15 million voters were clamoring for. President Aquino must make this the overriding issue he addresses from day one. Swift action to prosecute known major tax cheats would give his presidency a sound foundation upon which he can securely build.
And building on that foundation must be the next order of the day.
Infrastructure has been woefully neglected in the past decade (2.9% of GDP on average versus around 5% of neighboring Asian countries). We cannot attract new investments and new job-creating businesses without the infrastructure to support them.
And, if we are to take advantage of the phenomenal explosion of the information age, education must be close behind in being massively improved. Every child must be in school, with government’s direct support to ensure they are there and they stay there. Poverty is broken with education. Congress would do well to focus on this overwhelmingly important area.
We look forward to the announcement of President Aquino’s Cabinet and we trust that it will be one of professionals with the experience and credentials matched to the job and that repaying political favors won’t be a consideration. The bureaucracy needs professionalization (and higher salaries to get and motivate the best people) and radical change to greatly accelerate and simplify government’s role in business, and in supporting business.
Business will offer its support in return.
A lot of expectations bear on the new government. The most immediate and most significant is answering the call for rejuvenation of moral and ethical leadership. Ensuring stability demands uncompromising leadership. Let us unite to achieve this challenge.
Feedback at <map@globelines.com.ph>.  The previous statement can be viewed at http://map.org.ph/members/mappingthefuture.php?dir=MAP%20Statement%20of%20the%20Week
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