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“MAP STATEMENT OF THE WEEK”
12 July 2010
The Responsible Citizen 
A nation grows, develops and progresses because of the productive collaboration among the national leaders – the elected and appointed officials, the “followers” – the ordinary citizens, and their global allies and partners.
Philippine society still displays very traditional and often feudal traits that effectively prevent us from realizing our modernizing and democratic aspirations.
Many citizens remain insufficiently empowered by grossly inadequate life supports like livelihoods and social services, substandard education, limited access to reliable information and lack of voice in the decision making processes the results of which deeply affect their lives and behave as followers of old, to borrow the words of Barbara Kellerman, “like sheep, passive, timid, pathetic, without power, influence and authority.”
Many of those adequately endowed for active and responsible citizenship compound the problem by distancing themselves from active nation building and concentrating on building their limited interests.
Yet both groups expect Government and government leaders to produce results that benefit everyone.
Citizenship carries rights and privileges, to be sure. But citizenship also carries duties and responsibilities. We tend to stress the former and be mindless of the latter.
What are these duties and obligations?
Our Constitution is clear: “These duties include loyalty to the Republic, to honor the flag, defense of the State, to uphold the Constitution and obey the laws, to cooperate with the authorities, to engage in gainful work, and to exercise suffrage.”
A British Government internet article applying for British citizenship states that, “Citizenship is derived from a legal relationship with a state. This means that a particular individual can apply for citizenship in a particular country if he or she works towards the improvement and development of a particular country or society through economic participation, public service, volunteer work, and other efforts that aim to improve the life of all its citizens.”
These two formal statements make clear what are expected us as citizens. We must be loyal to our Republic; honor our flag; defend our state; uphold our Constitution; cooperate with authorities; be productive and useful citizens; vote; and work for the betterment of the nation in whatever way we can.
The task before us is of gargantuan proportions. Our Government cannot do it alone. Our elected and appointed leaders cannot do it alone. The work requires an interpretation of leadership that is more attuned to the needs of the times.
We need leadership that recognizes that it is the proactive and productive relationship between leaders and followers who seek to attain the same goal of improving the life of everyone, using agreed upon means anchored on a set of common values that will begin to get the work done. We have long recognized the need for this more enlightened leadership. We have spoken about it but still have to act on it.
Our new President has told us, “Kayo ang boss ko!” In so doing, he has told us that he wants that leadership as well. He wants to share the power, and the burden, of leadership, the leadership that we have been asking for but have yet to act upon effectively.
Feedback at <map@globelines.com.ph>.  The previous statement can be viewed at http://map.org.ph/members/mappingthefuture.php?dir=MAP%20Statement%20of%20the%20Week
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