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“MAP STATEMENT OF THE WEEK”
10 May 2010
Preventing Cheating in the 10 May 2010 Elections
 In the old manual elections, ER’s (Election Returns) could be changed when delivered to the canvassing center.

 In the automated system, ER’s will be electronically transmitted from PCOS machines to the municipal, city or district canvassing center up to the national level.

 The possibilities for fraud should be eliminated by the COMELEC and among many are:

 1. The ER transmitted from the PCOS machine may not be what was printed by the PCOS machine.
2. Spurious ER’s may be sent from unauthorized locations.

3. The canvassing program may not add correctly. 

4. The COC (Certificate of Canvass) transmitted may not be the same as the COC printed.
Cheating at the precinct level can be addressed by the parallel manual audit of what entered the PCOS machines and what were printed.

The COMELEC claims that BEI’s have ID cards and passwords that the canvassing computers will validate when the ER’s are received.

The best way to allay fears of wholesale cheating during canvassing is thru transparency and auditing.

Watchers should make sure that the BOC (Board of Canvassers) projects on a screen the complete ER’s as they are received. Interested parties will then be able to compare their copies of the PCOS ER’s with what is projected on the screen.  Or can the ER’s be reported in the COMELEC website for anyone to check and compare?
Watchers should be able to compare ER’s printed by PCOS machines with what was received at the canvassing center.

Watchers should get organized with a laptop with an Excel program where they can enter votes each candidate gets by PCOS machine to generate totals for comparison with the COC.

Overall, there should be auditability and transparency from counting of votes to transmission to canvassing to ensure that the results will be acceptable to the people.

If the figures match, the people will be reassured of the correctness of the results of the election. Whilst if there were large discrepancies, the COMELEC should explain the cause of the discrepancy and resolve it to the public’s satisfaction.

After the fears and nervousness the glitches caused during the test runs of the PCOS machines, the COMELEC should try very hard to restore confidence and credibility in the voting and in the canvassing, which up to this time has not been tested for accuracy and correctness.
Feedback at <map@globelines.com.ph>.  The previous statement can be viewed at http://map.org.ph/members/mappingthefuture.php?dir=MAP%20Statement%20of%20the%20Week
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