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“MAP STATEMENT OF THE WEEK”
1 March 2010
Is the COMELEC Consolidation and Canvassing System (CCS) Transparent and Auditable?

 
The COMELEC and Smartmatic have conducted a number of PCOS demonstrations but they have not yet answered questions raised in the December 17th and January 27th Joint Congressional Oversight Committee sessions on the canvassing process.
We are seriously concerned because  the Smartmatic bid has absolutely no provision for transparency and auditability in the Automated Election System. 
The Smartmatic proposal stated that as the ER’s (Election Returns) from the PCOS machines are received in the canvassing center, a report on which PCOS ER’s have been received will be printed every 15 minutes, but there is no provision for displaying the ER’s received. Only when all the PCOS ER’s have been received will the COC (certificate of canvass) be printed.

But the COC just contains the total votes received by each candidate at the canvassing center. There is no breakdown by PCOS as strict auditing should require. When the COC is signed, a proclamation certificate will be printed and the winning local candidates proclaimed. The system will print a SOV (statement of votes) but this is not the traditional SOV in the manual system that shows the votes received by each candidate by precinct.

It seems that honesty and credibility have been sacrificed for speed of canvassing and proclamation as the only objective?

To make the automated canvassing transparent and auditable could be readily done if a P20,000 projector is connected to each canvassing machine, it would be possible to project the ER’s as they are received. Interested parties would then be able to compare their copies of the PCOS ER’s with what is projected.

If the figures match, the people will be reassured of the correctness of the results of the election. Whilst if there were large discrepancies, the COMELEC would have reason to re-check the results.

It is the duty of the COMELEC to count the votes honestly and accurately, not just fast.
(The “MAP Statement of the Week” encourages action on the issues that it raises in its advocacy for good governance.   It is directed toward public or private authorities on issues and events where urgently needed action does not seem to have occurred. It brings to the fore the critical need for greater accountability, transparency, and the political will to do what is right and important in moving the country forward.) 
 
Feedback at <map@globelines.com.ph>.  The previous statement can be viewed at  http://map.org.ph/members/mappingthefuture.php?dir=MAP%20Statement%20of%20the%20Week
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