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“MAP STATEMENT OF THE WEEK”
1 February 2010
Starting today, the MANAGEMENT ASSOCIATION OF THE PHILIPPINES (MAP) starts the “MAP Statement of the Week” (formerly, the “MAP Query of the Week”) to encourage action on the issues that it raises in its advocacy for good governance.   The Statement is directed toward public or private authorities on issues and events where urgently needed action does not seem to have occurred. It brings to the fore the critical need for greater accountability, transparency, and the political will to do what is right and important in moving our country forward.
The elections of May 2010 will be a critical chapter in our history, a crucial determinant of the future of our country.  Each one of us, every institution, and our democracy are all stakeholders in the outcome of the forthcoming elections.

Yet, at this point, less than four months before the elections, many remain skeptical about the credibility of the automated election system and just as many cast doubts on the results that it will deliver.

It behooves the COMELEC to listen to the concerns expressed by various groups, pay heed to those that are meant to improve the conduct and results of the automated election and win public opinion to its side. On the other hand, all the groups that have complaints about automation should get together, prioritize the issues starting with those that will increase the transparency and credibility of the election.  After all, if the goals are the same for everyone—that is to insure that the elections will gain public acceptance, then there should be a resolution of the issues and a consensus of the measures that should be put in place.

The election process, by itself, should not be divisive if most people are convinced of its reliability and integrity.  It is time for all stakeholders—the COMELEC, the citizens’ arms, PPCRV, NAMFREL the NGO’s and subject experts — to make it so by working together to address their concerns.

At this point, there is no turning back on the automated elections.   Failure of election is not an option.  Thinking country above self, forgetting egos, turf and finger pointing, if all interested groups just agree to work together, then perhaps we can make this election acceptable to the majority of Filipinos.  What seem to be improbable tasks may yet become the perfect gift we can give to the Filipino nation.

Feedback at <map@globelines.com.ph>.
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